Jewish

The following excerpts come from sta¢mts of Reform, Orthodox, Reconstructionist, amih@lox
branches of the Jewish Faith as found in Prevemfieddolocaust a JewishResponsehy David Saperstein.
We thank Rabbi Martin P. Biefield Jr. for collegithis testimony in full as well as for resolutidnsm
Independent Jewish groups such as B'nai B'rithdatenal, the American Jewish Congress, the Nation
Council of Jewish Women, and the Council of JewisHerations and Welfare Funds.

ReformJudaism:

The Central Conference of Americanlitalexpresses its extreme concern over the poltentia
destruction to our civilization that a nuclear wases. A nuclear war, even a "limited" one, waoekllt in
death, injury and disease on a scale without pestedCivil defense and medical treatment wouldiobaily
inadequate. Our tradition speaks to us of Bal Hiastie danger of exposing ourselves to healtfaiis,
Yishuv Haaretz, the abhorrence of willful destraotof the environment; and Yishuv Haaretz, thedoetent
and guardianship of the earth. Inspired by th@lpets, we raise our voices to call upon the UrBtdes
Government and the Union of Soviet Socialist Rejeslib adopt a mutual freeze on the testing, prooiuc
and deployment of nuclear weapons and the delsystems for nuclear weapons. We further call upen
US and USSR to work against the proliferation aflear weapons and weapons-grade material and tmtom
themselves to reducing their present levels ofgaralveapons and weapons-grade material.

We commend the endeavors of outspolergy, responsible physicians and scientists,camd¢erned
citizens who advocate nuclear disarmament.

Reconstructionisiudaism:

We should not try to judge the isstithermonuclear catastrophe as if it belonged utitkecategory
of "war". Wars, however terrible, are lost or wtead to political or economic results, are justiojust. A
thermonuclear world catastrophe could lead to ttexkage of all human societies, to the destruaifon
human life or even all life on earth. It wouldl@re akin to the Biblical Flood than to any war....

We cannot prevent such a catastroghediting it out of our consciousness. Indeed,dpposite.
Jewish tradition teaches us that it is when wegeagirectly with our deepest fears and griefs, nvive fully
mourn, that we release ourselves to live new areditrtes. It is one of the most important funcBaf a
religious community to pierce the thick hide ofyplsic numbness" and to reawaken our passion and
compassion.

The great command of the Torah: Chdifs¢hat you may live.

Conservativeludaism:

We affirm the responsibility of mandito preserve life on earth. We call upon the éeadf our
government to strive for bilateral programs leadm@ nuclear freeze as a step toward the allewviatf
tension and hostilities and the redirection of puorities.

The nuclear arms race has siphonerkstfurces from the battle against hunger, dissadsuffering.
We must invest in enhancing the quality of lifdheatthan squandering funds on instruments of deash.
Jews it is our historic duty to proclaim the mesgsaflsaiah: The earth was created to be settlelifécand
not for the mass extinction of humanity who bearithage of God.

OrthodoxJudaism

The Torah offers us a choice betwéerahd death, but commands us U'Vacharta B'Charchoose
life. The specter of total destruction which noangs over our heads must provide the impetus for al
countries to search for alternatives to armed confitions as a means of resolving conflicts amaigpns.
Every congregation must educate itself on the pddss of nuclear war and urge our governmerress
forward even more vigorously in the movement td tied growth of nuclear weapons.




